
 

TO: CAPT Michael Day 

 On-Scene Coordinator 

 US Coast Guard, Sector New York 

 

RE: Concurrence for the Use of CIAGENT Solidifier at the B17001 Dielectric  

Fluid Discharge; Jersey City, New Jersey 

 

This letter documents the concurrence of US EPA Region II and the New Jersey and 

New York State representatives of the Region II Regional Response Team (RRT), 

in consultation with the natural resource trustees for the Departments of Commerce 

and Interior, for the use of the NCP-listed product “CIAGENT” in the collection of 

oil at the B17001 Dielectric Fluid Site, located in Jersey City, New Jersey.  This 

concurrence applies specifically to the use of CIAGENT in boom and/or pillow 

form; and not in its loose powder form.  Furthermore, all deployed CIAGENT 

booms and pillows must be collected and disposed of in accordance with all 

applicable federal, state and local regulations. 

 

Subpart J of the National Oil and Hazardous Substances Contingency Plan (NCP) 

provides that the pertinent Regional Response Team (RRT) representatives, 

including the EPA, DOC, DOI, and the affected State may authorize the use of 

chemical countermeasures for oil spill response.  This decision implements Subpart 

J of the NCP and provides for the limited use of solidifiers (specifically CIAGENT), 

as listed on the EPA product schedule, on the oil discharge at the B17001 Dielectric 

Fluid Site.  This authorization does not apply to use in any other area.  The incident-

specific Region 2 RRT members agree that solidifiers may offer enhanced response 

capability to collect the oil sheen impacting the surface waters of the Hudson River.  

 

Solidification of oil as an oil spill countermeasure was evaluated by the Region 2 

RRT for use on this site due to the potential for solidifiers to: 

 

 Add to the increased effectiveness of the response; 

 The fact that currently listed solidifier is not a significant concern from a 

toxicological point of view; and  

 The solidifier does not sink once it reacts with oil. 

 

Specific solidifier formulations have been shown to be effective on all types of oil. 

Mixing the product with the oil is more difficult with viscous oils, therefore, 

solidifiers are generally considered to be more effective with lighter oil types. 

Currently listed solidifiers in general have very low if any acute aquatic toxicity, 

primarily because they are insoluble in water. However, other concerns have been 

raised, including: 
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